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‘I never met Zuma’' ‘l

‘I did meet Zuma’

Former president’s spokes-
person Manyi says they’ll
seek legal advice
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SIPHOKAZI VUSO AND MASHUDU SADIKE

DEPUTY Chief Justice and chief
justice nominee Justice Raymond
Zondo's admission that he privately
met former president Jacob Zuma
despite earlier denying this does not
only compromise him personally as
a judge but also the findings of his
state capture commission report.
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cannot remember’

This is the view of Cape Peninsula “Zondo's admission that he met
University of Technology political former president Zuma privately
analyst Dr Kuhle Zwakala following after refuting these claims earlier
Justice Zondo's admission when he does not only compromise him per-
was being questioned during his sonally as a judge but also the state
recent Judicial Service Commission capture commission findings.

(JSC) interview for the chief justice

position on Friday. ‘““His candidacy as a chief justice will

also be negatively impacted.
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Moreover, this confession qualifies
the allegations that certain judges
are under the pay cheque of politi-
cians. So essentially Zondo misled
the public and Zuma's legal team

will leverage on this,” said Zwakala.

Already Jacob Zuma Foundation
spokesperson Mzwanele Manyi has
indicated that they will refer the
matter to Zuma's legal team for
advice about what to do.

“This (admission) more than vin-
dicates us. Zondo's comments must
be thoroughly investigated because
this may just be a case of perjury
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JUSTICE Raymond Zondo privately met former
president Jacob Zuma despite earlier denying
this.
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here. These comments can only
mean that what president Zuma
said has more credence,” he said.

Justice Zondo, who was one of four
candidates shortlisted for the coun-
try's top judicial positionl,faced a
grilling over his involvement with
politicians including incumbent
President Cyril Ramaphosa.

EFF MP and leader Julius Malema
said that Justice Zondo was already
a judge when he met Zuma in his
Durban hotel, asking: “Why was he
inviting you; what were the issues?”
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“Let me put it this way, we knew
each other ... Mr Zuma and I. So he
called, or I got a message that he
would like to see me. There was, as
far as I am concerned, no reason
why I should not agree to see him. I
went to see him. [ cannot remember
what the issues may have been on
that occasion. That was a long time
ago. It might have been more than
20 years ago when that particular
meeting happened,” he said.

Asked about the matter of public
interest that he had met with Zuma
over in his Forest Town house in
Joburg about 14 years ago, Justice
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Zondo said: “It may have been
2008, unfortunately I did not have a
chance to refresh my memory.
There had been some event or a
function where both you, commis-
sioner Malema and Zuma were
together.

“You spoke at that event. He was
sitting next to you.

“If I recall correctly that is the occa-
sion you said you were prepared to
kill for him. I was concerned about
that statement, insofar as it could
bring violence in the country, par-
ticularly because of the atmosphere
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at that time.

“It troubled me, but I was more
troubled by the fact that when he
stood up to speak, he did not say
anything to you to indicate that this
was not right. After some days, I
thought well ... I know him (Zuma).
What if this could end up leading to
some violence. Maybe I should ask
him if I could see him and talk about
my concern. I made arrangements
and he agreed.

“Twent to see him and told him I
was very concerned that the country
could be thrown into a lot of viol-

ence if leaders do not speak to their
supporters and dissuade them from
making any statements about viol-
ence. I indicated that T was con-
cerned about it as a citizen. I
thought that he should have spoken
to you. He listened to me and I give
him credit because he understood.”

Malema also raised concerns that
Justice Zondo had not declared to
any courts that he knew Zuma at
that level, especially when adjudic-
ating on matters involving his party
and Zuma.

Director of School of Public Leader-
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ship at Stellenbosch University Pro- not be ruled out that Zuma would
fessor Zwelinzima Ndevu said: “I have tried to influence the work of
don't know whether admission of the judicial system knowing his
meeting former president Zumawill ~ legal problems. It would have been ‘Lnever met Zuma'_|
compromise judge Zondo's integ- good on the part of Zondo to clarify : :l:l:ll::?:;‘:;::l:m
rity, from time to time people do this issue.” :
meet each other for different reas-
ons. a
= : : : :
“What for me is critical, is whether e - i
his non recollection of the discus- = D O << H :
sions on two occasions is genuine or save g g hbingliovmrsmenicipers  ER
not. : Ao
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This is for me a matter of serious s g n e
concern, the fact that he can't 7 Feb 2022 (1)

remember is worrisome and could
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